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ABSTRAK 
 
Pembicaraan  biasanya terjadi pada komunikasi dua arah; situasi dimana hanya satu 
orang berbicara  dan yang lainnya menyimak. dan pada saat berikutnya  mereka saling 
berganti peran; si pembicara menjadi penyimak, dan si peyimak menjadi pembicara.  
Berdasarkan fakta diatas, para ahli mengemukakan  bahwa terdapat korelasi antara 
kemampuan menyimak  dengan kemampuan berbicara . 
 
Berkomunikasi secara lisan dengan menggunakan bahasa ibu biasanya jarang 
ditemukan kesulitan,; berbeda halnya dengan berkomunikasi secara lisan dengan 
menggunakan bahasa asing contohnya bahasa Inggris. Banyak pembelajar bahasa 
Inggris mengemukakan bahwa mereka mengalami kesulitan dalam menyimak 
percakapan yang disampaikan dalam bahasa Inggris yang mengakibatkan 
terhambatnya kemampuan mereka dalam menyampaikan pesan secara lisan dalam 
bahasa tersebut. 
 
Berangkat dari anggapan tersebut di atas, penulis tertarik untuk melakukan 
penelitian mengenai hubungan antara kemampuan menyimak (listening 
comprehension)percakapan bahasa Inggris  dan kemampuan berbicara  dalam bahasa 
tersebut di kalangan mahasiswa.   
 
Dengan menggunakan korelasi Spearman, peneliti mencoba membuktikan 
secara empiris bahwa terdapat korelasi antara kemampuan menyimak percakapan 
dalam Bahasa Inggris  dan kemampuan mereka dalam  berbicara bahasa tersebut. 
Data diambil dari mahasiswa semester II Program Studi Ilmu Komunikasi Institut 
Manajemen Telkom Tahun Akademik 2008/2009. Hasil penelitian membuktikan bahwa 
terdapat korelasi positif antara kemampuan menyimak mahasiswa dengan kemampuan 
berbicara bahasa Inggris 
 
Kata kunci : English, Comprehension, Listening,  Speaking ability, correlation 
 
 
 
 
 
1. INTRODUCTION 
English is the world’s most important language. Approximately hundred millions 
of people in five continents use English both actively and passively, therefore, its 
function and role have developed rapidly. As Leith  (1983:1) says that 
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“ It functions in different kinds of societies as a mother tongue, a 
second language, a vehicle of officialdom, a medium of education, and 
as a language for science, business, and commerce. It is also used 
widely as a lingua franca – a language used among people who have 
no other tongue in common ………” 
 
Consequently, mastering English has become a very essential necessity in 
modern society. Such condition is strongly supported by the rapid development of 
communication tools that use English as the media. Many people have realized the 
importance of learning English.    
Listening and Speaking are two activities that are involved in oral 
communication. If the interlocutor listens carefully to the speaker, he can make a 
coherent response to the speaker’s utterances. Moreover, he is able to fix in his mind 
information he considers useful to remember.  
People rarely find some difficulties when they make an oral communication in 
their mother language, but it is different when they have their conversation in foreign 
language. Many English learners in Indonesia say they face some problems in 
comprehending a conversation or talk delivered in English that makes them hard to 
response the speaker’s utterances. 
Based on the fact above, the researcher was interested in analyzing the 
correlation between listening comprehension and speaking ability among college 
students.   
1.1. RESEARH QUESTIONS 
 The questions that this research attempts to answer are as follows: 
1. What is the level of students’ capability in listening comprehension? 
2. What is the level of students’ capability in Speaking English? 
3. Is there any correlation between students’ capability in listening comprehension 
and their speaking ability? 
 
1.2 THEORETICAL BACKGROUNDS 
Listening was originally thought to be the process of information acquisition which 
was distinguished from reading in that it depended on hearing rather than sight. A 
better definition of listening is "the acquisition of information  
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in an interpersonal interaction" (Bostrom, 1996a; 1996b). Listening provides a 
foundation for all aspects of language and cognitive development, and it plays a life-
long role in the processes of learning and communication essential to productive 
participation in life. Measuring listening is exactly the same as measuring other 
educational outcomes, in that the most important aspect of the process is the 
definition of what it is to be measured.  
In speaking, there is considerable variation in speech according to education 
and social standing; there is an important polarity of uneducated and educated 
speech. (Quirk,172). Educated speech naturally tends to be given the additional 
prestige of government agencies, the learned professions, the political parties, the 
press, the law court. By reason of the fact educated English is thus accorded implicit 
and political sanction, it comes to be referred to as Standard English. In contrast 
with standard English, forms that are associated with uneducated use are often 
called substandard. 
 
1.3 OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY 
     The objectives of the research are: 
1. To find out the level of student’s capability in listening comprehension.  
2. To find out the level of student’s speaking ability.   
3. To find out whether there is any correlation between students’ listening 
comprehension and their speaking ability or not.   
 
 
 
1.4 VARIABLE OPERATION OF THE RESEARCH 
In order to understand the research easily, following are the description of research 
variable operation: 
a. In this research, the capability in Listening Comprehension is the variable X, means 
the student’s capability in answering some questions based on some English 
dialogues and talks spoken by native speaker in a cassette.  
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b. The Spoken English grade, derived from the lecturer is regarded as  the variable Y. 
The grade consists of three components: Quizzes, mid term, and final tests. 
 
1.5 HYPOTHESIS  
 Based on some theories from the experts, the hypothesis of the research was 
considered there is correlation between students’ grades in Listening comprehension and 
the score of speaking English ability. 
 
2. LITERATURE STUDY 
2.1 The Importance of  English 
Rixon (1986) tells that British trade followed by colonial and imperial expansion, spread 
English round the world  since than the military and economic dominance of the united 
State of America has confirmed English as the international language.   
   Consequently, learning  English has become a very essential necessity in 
modern society. Such condition is strongly supported by the rapid development of 
communication tools that use English as the media.  
 
2.2  Communication In English 
According to the Oxford dictionary, communication is defined as a process  or ways of 
sending information  by speech, electronically, etc . Speech is normally at two-way 
system of communication;  situation where only one person speaks and others only 
listen.  In  a conversation,  one person is listening to the other person speaking, and the 
next moment, the roles may be reversed. The speaker becomes the listener, and the 
listener becomes the speaker.  These activities often happen very fast. Rixon (1986) in 
his book shows the model below which is something used to identify the different 
components involved in communication by speech. The arrows indicate the direction of 
speech. 
 
    
 
 
 
Speaker/ 
Listener  
 
Message 
Listener/ 
Speaker  
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3. OBJECT AND METHODOLOGICAL FRAMEWORK 
3.1 Object of The Research 
The objects of this research are the students’ ability in listening comprehension and 
their capability in speaking English. The respondents are the 1st  semester students of 
Communication Science of Institut Manajemen Telkom Academic Year 2008/2009. 
 
3.2 Methodological Framework 
3.2.1. Method 
The research is in the form of an analytical descriptive case study, that is a case 
in Communication Science Study Program  of Institut Manajemen Telkom, and the 
method used is quantitative. The data are taken from a population of the 1st  semester 
students in Communication Science Study Program Academic Year 2008/2009 for both 
subjects. 
The data are derived from: 
a. primary data : derived  directly from the respondents  in the form of the grade of  
listening comprehension test 
b. secondary data; obtained from the final result of speaking English test given by 
the lecturer of English Class. The grade is determined as the dependent variable 
(the response variable). 
In this research, other potential internal and external variables are not taken into 
account. 
Table 1 shows the measurement scale of listening Comprehension tests and its criter 
TABEL 1 
MEASUREMENT SCALE OF LISTENING COMPREHENSION TESTS 
SCORE SCALE CRITERIA 
76 – 100 
51 - 75 
26 - 50 
      0 – 25 
A 
B 
C 
D 
Excellent 
Good 
Fair 
Poor 
 
- A is the grade for the score in range of 76-100. It is the highest scale and 
regarded as an excellent capability of Listening Comprehension. 
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- B is the grade for the score in range of 51-75. The scale is assumed as a 
good level of Listening Comprehension capability. 
- C is given to show that the capability is in average level. The range is 26-50 
- D is regarded as the lowest scale, that is the score in range of 0-25 assumed 
as the poorest capability in Listening Comprehension     
In the Listening Comprehension test, E is not applied because the result of the 
assessment is purely derived from the result of the test without any additional 
point of assignment or quiz. 
a. The speaking English score which is derived from the lecturer, consists of three 
assessments: News reading, Story-telling, and Interview. It is regarded as  
variable Y 
TABEL 2 
MEASUREMENT SCALE OF SPEAKING ENGLISH 
SCORE SCALE CRITERIA 
81-100 
68 - 80 
51- 67 
26- 50 
0 – 25 
A 
B 
C 
D 
E 
Excellent 
Good 
Fair 
Poor 
Very poor 
 
3.3. Population 
The population in this research is the students in the 1st semester of    
Communication Science Study Program of Institut Manajemen Telkom Academic Year 
2008/2009. They were chosen due to the fact that as the Communication Science 
students, they are expected to produce an effect on one another or on large groups of 
people. The Communication Science major explores how people use messages to 
inform, persuade and entertain. In this case, the two ways communication that uses the 
listening comprehension and speaking capability is greatly needed. They have to master 
the capability of listening one’s speech as well as the capability to deliver the message 
orally.  
3.4. Hypothesis Test 
 The researcher used the Spearman’s correlation coefficient to know the 
correlation between listening comprehension (variable X) and speaking English  
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 (variable Y) .   The method was first introduced by Carl Spearman, in 1906. If the two 
quantitative variables of interest are not approximately normally distributed, Spearman’s 
rank correlation coefficient may be calculated by ranking the sample data separately for 
each variable and using the following formula:               
4. RESULT AND DISCUSSION 
4.1 The Characteristics of the Respondents. 
As mentioned previously, the respondents are the 2nd   semester students of 
Communication Science Study Program Academic Year 2008/2009. There are about  
122 students. Following is the table of the respondent. 
TABEL 3 
Population of The Research 
Study Program Semester Academic 
Year 
Number 
of 
Students 
Male Female 
Communication 
Science 
II 2008/2009 122 82 
 
40 
  
4.2. General Description of Listening Comprehension test 
Based on the listening ability test, the number of respondent who showed an excellent 
result in listening comprehension test was  32 or about 26%, the number of respondent 
who obtained good result is about 72 or  59 % ; the number of respondent who obtained 
fair result  was about 4 or 9 % and  there were about 7 students or 6 % who obtained 
poor result.  According to the data above, it is obvious that more than half of the total 
number of the respondents obtained a good result in Listening comprehension test.                                                                   
Tabel 4 
THE NUMBER OF RESPONDENTS BASED ON THE MEASUREMENT 
SCALE OF LISTENING COMPREHENSION TESTS 
Scale Number 
    A (excellent) 
    B (good) 
    C (fair) 
    D (poor) 
32 
72 
11 
7 
Total 122 
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4.3. The Students’ Achievement in Speaking English.  
The score for Students’ capability in speaking English is derived from the teacher who 
teaches General English subject in the current semester. The subject is given in about 
200 minutes in a week. The assessment is divided into two types : written and oral 
test.  
The students’ capability in speaking English is based on the score of the oral 
tests given by the teacher three times during the semester. They consist of News 
Reading, Presentation and Interview.  
The following table is the composition of  the respondents based on the  final 
score of Speaking English Subject. 
TABLE 5 
TOTAL  NUMBER OF  RESPONDENTS  BASED ON  
THE FINAL SCORE OF SPEAKING ENGLISH SUBJCET  
Scale Number 
    A (excellent) 
    B (good) 
    C (fair) 
    D (poor) 
    E (very poor) 
11 
60 
45 
7 
0 
Total 122 
 
5. CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 
5.1 CONCLUSION 
Based on the discussion and analysis of the data in the previous chapter, the 
researcher may conclude that : 
1. Based on the listening ability test, there were 32 students or about 26% of the 
population who showed excellent results in listening comprehension test ; 72 
students or  59%of  the population obtained good result ;  the respondents who 
obtained fair results were about 4 students or 9 % of the population , and  there 
were about 7 students or 6 % of the population who obtained poor results.  
According to the data above, it is obvious that more than half of the total number 
of the respondents obtained a good result in Listening comprehension test. 
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2. Based on the final score of Speaking ability of the students given in the General 
English subject, there were about 11 students or 9 % of the population who 
obtained excellent scores, 60 students or 49 % of the population obtained good 
scores; 45 students or 37 % of the population obtained fair scores, and there 
were 7 students or 6 % of the population who obtained poor scores.  
3. The listening comprehension and speaking English ability show the positive 
correlation. It means that if the listening comprehension increases, the speaking 
English ability will increase too. 
 
5.2. SUGGESTION 
Based on the conclusion above, the researcher gives some suggestion as the 
following : 
1. The related institution should adequately provide the skill of listening 
comprehension to help the students in understanding and mastering the 
speaking English ability,  
2. It is better for the students to develop their listening comprehension ability not 
only in the related institution but also in some private course, or they may 
increase their ability by self-study. 
3. It is necessary for the related institution to provide   some good-quality materials 
for listening comprehension. As we know that listening comprehension ability 
can be mastered by continually practicing to listen to the cassette; therefore, the 
institution should provide the cassette properly.    
4. The syllabus of listening comprehension given in each semester should be 
coherent with the one of the spoken English, so there will be the coordination 
between the two subjects.  
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